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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 02/25/2009 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues on page 20 of Remarks that Hendricks shows selecting, at the user 
equipment, one of a number of advertisements (see Hendricks, paragraph 136), but the contents 
of the advertisements themselves are not modified or customized at the user equipment. Since all 
of the claim limitations of applicants' claims 1 , 39, and 57 are not shown or suggested by Schein 
and Hendricks, either alone or in combination, there is no prima facie case of obviousness. 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees with applicant's arguments. Hendricks discloses a 
primary advertisement can be replaced by an alternative advertisement by tuning to a separate 
channel; and the act to tune to a different channel at the user equipment to receive an alternative 
advertisement itself is considered to modify the contents of advertisements (Para 23; Para 136 
lines 1-13). 

Applicant further argues on pages 21-22 of Remarks that the portions of Ellis cited by 
the Examiner do not show or suggest forming a customized advertisement by overlaying, at user 
equipment, a locally retrieved subset of television schedule information onto a portion of received 
advertisement information, as recited in the applicant's claims 20 and 58. 

The Examiner also disagrees with applicant's arguments. Ellis discloses the received and 
stored television schedule information as shown in FIG.43A is overlaying, through a video overlay 
device at a user equipment, over a commercial advertisement when requested by the user 
through an icon (Para 230 line 17- last line), thus form a modified advertisement with overlaid 
program guide. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



2. Claims 1-19, 39-57 and 60-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schein et al. (US 2003/0005445) in view of Hendricks et al (US 2004/01 1 1742). 



Regarding Claims 1, 39 and 57, Schein discloses a EPG system (FIG.1, FIG.16A) with 
corresponding method and a computer readable medium (FIG.1, 18) having stored thereon a set 
of instructions for displaying an advertisement (FIG.16A, 524, 526, 528), when executed by a 
microprocessor (FIG.1, 16), cause the microprocessor to perform the step of: 

storing, local to a user equipment, TV schedule information in a first database (Para 6 
lines 9-14; Para 29); 

receiving advertisement information and stored in second database (Para 7 lines 1-5; 
Para 50). 

Inherently retrieving a first subset of the stored television schedule information from the 
database for display; 

displaying, in a schedule guide region of a screen, a plurality of television schedule 
listings comprising a second subset of the stored television schedule information; and displaying 
the advertisement in a area of the screen that is outside the schedule guide region (FIG.16A; 
Para 133 lines 20-27; advertisement 528 is outside of a second subset of the stored television 
schedule information 508). 

Schein is silent about modifying, at a user equipment, a portion of the advertisement 
information to include a first subset of the stored TV schedule information to form a modified 
advertisement; wherein the first subset of stored television schedule information is different from 
the second subset of stored television schedule information. 

In an analogous art, Hendricks discloses modifying, at a user equipment, a portion of the 
advertisement information to include a first subset of the stored TV schedule information to form a 
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modified advertisement (Para 23; Para 136 lines 1-13; modify, at a user equipment, a portion of 
the advertisement information based on viewer's viewing history, a first subset of the stored TV 
schedule information). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Schein's method to include modifying, at a user equipment, a portion of the 
advertisement information to include a subset of the stored TV schedule information to form a 
modified advertisement, as taught by Hendricks with the advantage of targeting the specific 
viewers. 

Regarding Claim 2, Schein and Hendricks both disclose method is performed in 
substantially real time (Schein discloses EPG with advertisement in real time in response to user 
command while Hendricks discloses switching alternate advertisement while viewer is watching, 
Para 136 lines 11-13). 

Regarding Claims 3, 13-14 and 49-50, Schein further discloses promotional information 
about a future TV program or product is a video preview (Para 129; Para 133 lines 21-23). 

Regarding Claims 4-5 and 40-42, Schein further discloses promotional info about a 
currently telecast and future TV program, and products and service (Para 129, Para 133 lines 21- 
25). 

Regarding Claims 6 and 43, Schein further discloses storing a program description and 
combining a portion of the received advertisement with stored program description (FIG.16A). 

Regarding Claims 7 and 44, Schein further discloses storing a program telecast time and 
combining a portion of the received advertisement with stored program telecast time (FIG.16A). 
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Regarding Claims 8, 16, 45 and 52, Schein further discloses storing a web site address 
and combining a portion of the received advertisement with stored a web site address and 
activating a function comprising linking to a web site based on an address related to the selected 
info and displaying more info from the web sites (Para 139 lines 1-11, Para 144 lines 8-12). 

Regarding Claims 9 and 46, Hendricks further discloses storing an info related to a 
geographical location and may be used to combine a portion of the received advertisement with 
the info related to a geographical location (Para 208). 

Regarding Claims 10 and 47, Schein further discloses storing info related to a TV viewer 
and combining a portion of the received advertisement with the info related to a TV viewer (Para 
128). 

Regarding Claims 11-12 and 48, Schein also discloses the 1st database includes info 
related to rotating ad info in the EPG for combining a portion of ad data with the stored info 
related to rotating ad info and further display the advertisement info in the EPG based on the 
rotating advertisement info (FIG.16A, Para 134 lines 4-9). 

Regarding Claims 15, 17, 51 and 53, Schein further discloses steps of selecting the 
displayed info using a pointing device and activating a function related to the selected info and 
display more detail info related to the selected info and selected advertisement (FIG.1, 40; Para 
95; Para 133). 

Regarding Claims 18-19 and 54, Schein further discloses step of activating a function 
comprising scheduling future and currently telecast TV program for recording (FIG. 1 1 , 230; 
FIG.18A; FIG.19A; Para 96). 
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Regarding Claim 55, Schein further discloses the steps of activating a function 
comprising tuning to a currently telecast television program (Para 96). 

Regarding Claim 56, Schein further discloses promotional information about a future TV 
program or product is a video preview (Para 129, Para 133 lines 21-23). 



Regarding Claims 60-61 , Schein further discloses replacing a text or graphical portion of the 
received advertisement information with the stored television schedule information (FIG.16A; Para 
133 lines 20-26; Para 134; advertisements area 524, 528 can be used for programs related 
promotion). 



3. Claims 20-23, 26-27, 29-38 and 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schein et al. (US 2003/0005445) in view of Ellis et al (US 2008/0184315). 

Regarding Claims 20 and 58, Schein discloses a method and a computer readable 
medium having stored thereon a set of instructions for displaying an advertisement, when 
executed by a microprocessor, cause the microprocessor to perform the step of: 

storing advertisement info in a 2nd database (Para 50). 

storing television schedule information in a first database (Para 29); 

displaying, in a schedule guide region of a screen, a plurality of television schedule 
listings comprising a second subset of the stored television schedule information; and displaying 
the advertisement in a area of the screen that is outside the schedule guide region (FIG.16A; 
Para 133 lines 20-27; advertisement 528 is outside of a second subset of the stored television 
schedule information 508). 
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Schein is silent about overlaying, at a user equipment, a first subset of television 
schedule information from the first database onto a portion of the advertisement information from 
the second database to form a modified advertisement. 

In an analogous art, Ellis discloses overlaying, at a user equipment, a first subset of 
television schedule information from the first database onto a portion of the advertisement 
information from the second database to form a modified advertisement (Para 230 line 17-last; 
the received and stored television schedule information as shown in FIG. 43 is overlaying, at a 
user equipment, over a commercial advertisement when requested by the user, thus form a 
modified advertisement). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Schein's system to include overlaying, at a user equipment, a first subset of 
television schedule information from the first database onto a portion of the advertisement 
information from the second database to form a modified advertisement, as taught by Ellis so 
more targeted advertisement can be achieved. 

Regarding Claims 21-23, Schein further discloses promotional info about a currently 
telecast and future TV program, and products and service (Para 129; Para 133 lines 21-25). 

Regarding Claims 26 and 34, Schein further discloses storing a web site address and 
combining a portion of the received advertisement with stored a web site address and activating a 
function comprising linking to a web site based on an address related to the selected info and 
displaying more info from the web sites (Para 139 lines 1-11; Para 144 lines 8-12). 

Regarding Claim 27, Schein further discloses storing schedule info step comprising 
storing a geographical location (Para 119 lines 1-11). 
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Regarding Claims 29 and 30, Schein further discloses the 1st database includes info 
related to rotating ad info in the EPG for combining a portion of ad data with the stored info 
related to rotating ad info and further display the advertisement info in the EPG based on the 
rotating advertisement info (FIG.16A; Para 134 lines 4-9). 

Regarding Claims 31 and 32, Schein further discloses promotional information about a 
future TV program or product is a video preview (Para 129; Para 133 lines 21-23). 

Regarding Claim 33, Schein further discloses the steps of selecting the displayed 
advertisement using a pointing device and activating a function related to the selected 
advertisement (FIG.1, 40). 

Regarding Claim 35, Schein further discloses the steps of activating a function 
comprising more detail info related to the selected advertisement (Para 127 lines 1-6). 

Regarding Claim 36, Schein further discloses the steps of activating a function 
comprising displaying a video preview related to the selected advertisement (Para133 lines 21- 
26). 

Regarding Claim 37, Schein further discloses step of activating a function comprising 
scheduling future and currently telecast TV program for recording (Para 96). 

Regarding Claim 38, Schein further discloses the steps of activating a function 
comprising tuning to a currently telecast television program (Para 96). 
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4. Claims 24-25 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schein et 
al. (US 2003/0005445) and Ellis et al (US 2008/0184315) as applied to claim 20 above, and further in 
view of Coleman et al (US 5,844,620). 

Regarding Claim 24, Schein discloses storing a program description but is silent about 
overlaying the stored program description onto a portion of the stored advertisement information. 

In an analogous art, Coleman discloses overlaying the stored program description onto a 
portion of a programming which could be an advertisement (FIG. 6; Col 5 lines 22-25). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the combined system of Schein and Ellis to include overlaying the stored program 
description onto a portion of the stored advertisement information, as taught by Coleman without 
interruption of existing programming. 

Regarding Claim 25, Coleman further discloses overlaying the stored program telecast 
time onto a portion of the stored advertisement information (FIG. 6, 230, 232, 234). 

Regarding Claim 28, Coleman further discloses overlaying the stored info related to a TV 
viewer onto a portion of the stored advertisement information (Col. 4 lines 13-24; the related 
viewer information is part of EPG). 

5. Claim 59 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Schein et al. (US 
2003/0005445) and Hendricks et al (US 2004/0111742) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view 
of Coleman et al (US 5,844,620). 

Regarding Claim 59, Schein and Hendricks are silent about overlaying the stored 
program description onto the received advertisement information. 
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In an analogous art, Coleman discloses overlaying the stored program description onto a 
received programming which could be an advertisement (FIG. 6; Col 5 lines 22-25). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the combined system of Schein and Ellis to include overlaying the stored program 
description onto a received advertisement information, as taught by Coleman without interruption 
of existing programming. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth 
in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date 
of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to FRED PENG whose telephone number is (571)270-1147. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday-Friday 09:30-19:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Joseph Hirl can be reached on (571 ) 272-3685. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 



Fhp 

/Joseph P. Hirl/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2426 
June 6, 2009 



